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ANNOTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON ECONOMIC INEQUALITY  
 

Blau, Joel.  Illusions of Prosperity: American Working Families in an Age of Economic 
Insecurity.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Collins, Chuck and Yeskel, Felice, Economic Apartheid in America: A Primer on Economic 
Inequality and Insecurity. New York: The New Press, 2000.  Yeskel and Collins are co-founders 
of United for a Fair Economy and currently work with Class Action.  This is their accessible 
primer on the causes of economic inequality and what we can do about it.  Watch for the Second 
Edition, coming out in the fall of 2005. 
 
Collins, Chuck, et. al. eds. With Dollars and Sense and United for a Fair Economy, editors. The 
Wealth Inequality Reader.   Boston: Dollars and Sense, 2004.  A collection of essays about the 
importance of wealth and assets, the nature of America’s racial wealth divide, and solutions to 
broaden wealth and opportunity.  See http://www.dollarsandsense.org/bookstore.html.  
 
Domhoff, William. Who Rules America: Power and Politics in the Year 2000.  Mountain View, 
CA: Mayfield Publishing.1998. Domhoff’s theory on U.S. power elites remain some of the best 
thinking on class structure. 
 
Frank, Robert H. and Cook, Philip J. The Winner Take All Society: Why the Few at the Top Get 
so Much More than the Rest of Us. New York: The Free Press. 1995.  An important analysis 
about how changing technology and market mechanisms have showered more wealth on the few. 
 
Galbraith, James K. Created Unequal: The Crisis in American Pay.  New York: Free 
Press/Century Fund, 1998.  A probing look at the causes of wage inequality and stagnation in the 
last three decades. 
 
Heintz, James and Folbre, Nancy. Center for Popular Economics, National Priorities Project and 
United for a Fair Economy. The Field Guide to the U.S. Economy, revised edition.  New York: 
The New Press, 1999.  An accessible book with cartoons and short pieces about different 
dimensions of the economy. 
 
Kerbo, Harold R.  Social Stratification and Inequality.  Boston: McGraw Hill, 2000.  An 
academic text on recent inequality trends. 
 
Kuttner, Robert. Everything For Sale: The Virtues and Limits of Markets.  New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1997.  The editor of The American Prospect (http://www.prospect.org) writes about how 
everything is a commodity in the new hyper-market economy. 
 
Levy, Frank.  The New Dollars and Dreams: American Incomes and Economic Change.  New 
York: Russell Sage Foundation, 1998.  A survey of income stagnation and its implications for 
the quality of life in working class communities. 
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Keister, Lisa A. Wealth in America: Trends in Wealth Inequality. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 
University Press, 2000.  An academic but accessible guide to America’s wealth gap. 
 
Mishel, Lawrence, Bernstein, Jared, and Boushey, Heather. The State of Working America - 
2002/2003. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2003.   Part of the annual series of books that 
summarize economic data.  See the Economic Policy Institute  at 
http://www.epinet.org/content.cfm/books_swa2004 for the most recent edition. 
 
Phillips, Kevin. Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich. New York: 
Broadway Books, 2002.  A long but interesting history of the cycles of wealth inequality in the 
U.S. 
 
Pizzigati, Sam. Greed and Good:  Understanding and Overcoming the Inequality That Limits 
Our Lives. New York: Apex Press, 2004.  Sam Pizzigati edits the on-line newsletter Too Much at  
http://www.cipa-apex.org/toomuch/index.html which chronicles the cost of inequality and the 
movement for equity. 
 
Sklar, Holly. Chaos or Community: Seeking Solutions, Not Scapegoats, to Bad Economics. 
Boston: South End Press, 1995.  
 
Wolff, Edward N. Top Heavy: The Increasing Inequality of Wealth in America and What Can Be 
Done About It. New York: The New Press, 2002.  Professor Wolff from New York University 
does the most comprehensive analysis of wealth inequality. 
  
Wolman, William and Colamosca.  Anne. The Judas Economy: The Triumph of Capital and the 
Betrayal of Work.  Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley Publishing, 1997.  Two Business Week 
reporters look at the inequality downside of the new economy. 
 
Annotated Bibliography on Tax Policy and Corporate Welfare 
 
Barlett, Donald L. and Steele, James B.  America: Who Really Pays the Taxes?  New York: 
Touchstone, 1994.  Expose on the two-tiered U.S. tax system: one system for the wealthy and 
another for everyone else. 
 
Birnbaum, Jeffrey H. and Murray, Alan S.  Showdown at Gucci Gulch: Lawmakers, Lobbyists, 
and the Unlikely Triumph of Tax Reform.  New York: Random House, 1987.  The riveting inside 
account of the 1986 tax reform effort. 
 
Gates, William H. Sr. and Collins, Chuck. Wealth and Our Commonwealth: Why America 
Should Tax Accumulated Fortunes.  Boston: Beacon Press, 2002.  Co-authored by Collins, 
Senior Fellow at Class Action, they make the case for retaining the estate tax on inherited wealth.  
See http://www.faireconomy.org/commonwealth/index.html.  



 

 
P.O. Box 1300 | Northampton, MA 01030 | phone/fax (413) 585-9709 | info@classism.org | www.classism.org 

 

 
Johnston, David Cay. Perfectly Legal: The Covert Campaign to Rig Our Tax System to Benefit 
the Super Rich and Cheat Everyone Else.  New York: Portfolio, 2003. Johnston, the Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist for The New York Times explains how the tax system has been skewed 
to benefit the rich. 
 
Krugman, Paul. Fuzzy Math: The Essential Guide to the Bush Tax Plan. New York: Norton, 
2001. A pointed analysis of the 2001 tax plan by New York Times columnist. 
 
Lewis, Charles and Allison, Bill and the Center for Public Integrity. The Cheating of America: 
How Tax Avoidance and Evasion by the Super Rich Are Costing the Country Billions and What 
You Can Do About It. New York: HarperCollins, 2001. 
 
LeRoy. Greg. No More Candy Store.  Washington, D.C.: Grassroots Policy Project, 1995.  An 
analysis of the abuse of development subsidies and local “corporate welfare” that deplete city 
and state treasuries. 
 
Weisman, Steven R. The Great Tax Wars. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.  A history of 
the income tax and the turbulent class debate that took place at its advent a century ago. 
 
Zepenauer, Mark. Take the Rich Off Welfare. Boston: South End Press, 2004.  A comical look at 
the billions in subsidies that flow to America’s wealthiest individuals and corporations. 
 
 
 
Broadening Wealth, Opportunity and Worker Ownership 
 
Ackerman, Bruce and Alstott, Anne. The Stakeholder Society. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1999.  The authors propose a broad-based wealth-building program, providing a 
substantial cash stake to young people as they come of age.   
 
Barnes, Peter. Who Owns the Sky? Our Common Assets and the Future of Capitalism. 
Washington: Island Press, 2001.  Barnes proposes a program that addresses two of the greatest 
problems facing the planet: global warming and wealth inequality. 
 
Sherraden, Michael and Gilbert, Neil.  Assets and the Poor: A New American Welfare Policy.  
Armonk, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 1991.  The book that launched the movement of “individual 
development accounts,” or IDAs, matched savings programs for low-income households. 
 
Worker Ownership 
 
Adams, Frank T., and Hansen, Gary B.  Putting Democracy To Work: A Practical Guide for 
Starting Worker-owned Businesses.   Eugene, Oregon: Hulogosi Communications, 1987.  A 
guide for expanding wealth through worker ownership. 
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Gates, Jeff. The Ownership Solution: Towards a Shared Capitalism for the Twenty-first Century 
Reading, MA: Addison Wesley, 1998.  A sweeping look at the possibilities for broader 
ownership of wealth. 
 
Gates, Jeff.  Democracy at Risk: Rescuing Main Street from Wall Street.  Cambridge, Mass.: 
Perseus Books, 2000. 
 


